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JUDGE EVENSON

Jennifer M. Harper

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT SAUK COUNTY

STATE OF WISCONSIN,

Plainid, CRIMINAL COMPLAIN
am’(Fﬁ_fl L E D T
. C . 1
Vs AUG 17 2010 Court Case No. 2010CF 2) D/

CHARLES A. CARNELL, DOB 10/18/1976 Agency No. 10-04188

1810 WISCONSIN DELLS PARBasR 0., Wi Clrcuit Court

WISCONSIN DELLS, WI! 53965, ATN;
Defendant.

Your complainant, having been first duly swom, on oath, states thaf:

Count 1: FIRST DEGREE RECKLESS INJURY

The above-named defendant on or about Friday, July 30, 2010, in the Village of Lake Delton,
Sauk County, Wisconsin, did recklessly cause great badily harm to T.N.M. 9-4-97, under
circumstances which show utter disregard for human life, confrary to sec. 940.23(1)(a),
939.50(3)(d) Wis. Stats., & Class D Felony, and upon conviction may be fined not more than
One Hundred Thousand Doltars ($100,000), or imprisoned not more than twenty five (25)

years, or both.

PROBABLE CAUSE: Your complainant is a law enforcement officer and signs this Criminal
Camplaint on information and belief.

On July 30, 2010 at approximately 11:53 AM Officer Shawn Posewitz of the Lake Deltor Police
Department responded to the Extreme World attraction, located in Sauk County, Wisconsin,
regarding a female juvenile, T.N.M. DOB 9/4/97, who had been injured an  Extreme World's

“Terminal Velocity™ ride.

Charles Carnell described Terminal Velocity as a free-fall ride whereby patrons are lifted in a
cage/platform to approximately 165 feet in the air. The cage is always taken to the top of the
structure, but hangs approximately 15 feet below it. Patrons are individually lowered through a
trap door In the floor of the cage. When the all clear signal is given, the patron is released in
order to drop 110 feet into a net and airbag located below. The airbag would be inflated to
about 50 feet above the ground. When the patron is released and hits the airbag, it deflates by
about half. The rest of the safety apparatus is then lowered so that the patron can walk off the

ride.

Officer Posewitz spoke with Charles Carnell about what happened on the ride with T.N.M.
Carnell was the “dive master” of the Terminal Velocity ride that day responsible for taking
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STATE OF WISCONSIN - VS - Charles A, Carnell

patrons to the top of the ride, T.N.M. and two others were secured in their safety harmesses
and entered the cage. At some point during the cage began to ascend, but the cage stopped
before it got to the top of the ride and was lowered slightly. Carnell looked over the side of the
cage and saw that his co-worker, Natalia, was blowing up the air bags at the bottom of the ride.

Atfter the cage began its ascent for the second time, Garnell made small talk with the patrons
until the cage stopped again. Carnell thought the cage was at the top of the ride. Camnell
stated that when the ride gets to the top, the first thing the dive master Is to do is to look over
the side of the cage and give the all clear signal. The all clear signal is when the dive master
puts his‘her arms straight out to the side, away from the body. The dive master is then to wait
for the same all clear signat from the ground operator. Carnell sald he didn't look for or get the
signal. He stafed that he totally blanked it out. He said he didn't know why. Carnell said he
knew he should do It and that he had no reason not fo. He said that when you get the signal, it

means it's all clear; it means the air bags are inflated.

Carnell stated that when he looked through the frap door in the bottom of the cage to place
T.N.M for the jump, he thought the bags were inflated. Withesses, to include Julie Marii, stated
the bags were not inflated and that nst was completely on the ground not providing any kind of

jump safety.

When asked why he thought the cage kept stopping, Carnell said to add air to the airbags. He
stated that it was typical because the bags don't up fully inflate due to slow leaks in them. If a
ground operator sees a crease in an airbag, he/she will stop the cage to add more air. Carnell
said this happens quite frequently. Carnell stated didn't look over the side of the cage other
than the first time It stopped and was lowered slightly. He explained that when they stopped
and went down g litile he knew what the operator was doing and didn't even look out.

Camell stated he got T.N.M into place through the trap door in the bottom of the cage,
unhooked the safety device, and pulled the release from her jump harness. T.N.M. then did a
free-fall to the ground. Carnell heard a thud and saw her land on her back. Camell saw
T.N.M.’s eyes roll back in her head. Carnell estimated the cage was approximately 100 feet in
the air, rather than 165, when he dropped her to the ground. When T.N.M hit the ground,
that's when he realized the cage was not at the proper heigit.

When Officer Posewitz arrived on scene he observed T.N.M lying on the ground on the mat
directly under the ride. T.N.M's skih was gray and her fips were blue. There was blood coming
from her mouth, ears, and nose, T.N.M was taken by med flight to the Children’s Hospital in

Madison.

Doctors from the Children’s Hospital in Madison described T.N.M's injuries to include, but are
not limited to, swelling of the brain, several severe fractures of the cervical and lumbar
segments of her epine, multiple fractures of her pelvis, and lacerations to her liver, spleen,
intestines, and duodenum. At the time of her initial hospitalization she was unconscious and
unresponsive to any stimuli. Officer Posewitz was advised that the fractures to the verlebrae
had entered the spinal column, which may result in paralysis. At the time of her initial
hospitalization, T.N.M. was not stable enough to undergo necessary surgeries.
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STATE OF WISCONSIN - VS - Charles A. Carnell

Your complainant believes the statements of Julie Marti to be truthful and accurate as they are
statements made by an ordinary citizen. Your compiainant believes the statements of Charles
‘Carnell to be truthful and accurate as they are staternents made against penal interest. Your
complainant knows Officer Posewitz is a law enforcement officer, working in an official capacity
and with lawful authority, and therefore believes the above information to be accurate and
reliable. Your complainant believes the statements made by the medical professionals at the
Children’s Hospital in Madison to be true and accurate as they were statements made for the

purpose of medical diagnosis and treatment of T.N.M.

Signed andﬁwom to before me and approved for filing this e day of Bﬁ_ 2010.

m ]/
Digtrict Attorney
15

(Assigya
10356

20108

Complainant

3



Lake Delton Police Department

P.O. Bex 510, Lake Delton, W1 53940

Offense / Incident Report

Report Date Type of Incident Comptaint No. Case Status
07/30/2010 1153 RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFETY 2010-4188 CBA-S§
Occutred'on Q73020101183 .~ 10073072 i ' ' o
Incident Location

Street Address ' City State Zip Code

1800 WISCONSIN DELLS PKWY LAKE DELTON WI 53940
Primary Location Secondary Location

EXTREME WORLD

Dispateh Informatign™
Received Date / Time  Call Received Via Dispatched Date / Time  Arrived Date / Time Departed Date / Time Offense Category

07/30/2010 1153 SAUK DISPATCH  07/30/2010 1153 07/30/2010 1154 07/30/2010 1730 CRIMES - PUBLIC
SAFETY
Offes
D Name Role Arrived Scene Departed Scene
14 POSEWITZ, SHAWN REPORTING
8 GRIMSLED, GERALD FIRST ARRIVAL  07/30/2010 1154 07/30/2010 1530
6 HESS, DANIEL ARRESTING
6 HESS, DANIEL BOOKING
6 HESS, DANIEL TRANSPORTING
Offenses- 7,
Charge State Statute State Charge Code Category
Cause Number Local Code Jurisdiction Type/Class
RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFETY 941.30(1) CRIMES - PUBLIC SAFETY
STATE OF WiISCONSIN FELONY
Quantity Description Make Model S/N Ref. No.  Disposition Value Recovered ID/Date
1.00 SONY CAMERA SONY HANDY 200008
CONTAINING CAM
VIDEO
1.00 FLIP VIDEQ FLIP MINO 08069340031
CAMERA VIDEO HD 03
CONTAINING
VIDEO
1.00 BLACKBERRY BLACKBE VERIZO 316395DA
CELLPHONE RRY N
CONTAINING
VIDEO
1.00 SONY CAMERA SONY CYBER 6817964
CONTAINING SHOT
VIDEO
Number of Line [tems 4 Total Value 0.60
Number of Recov. Items 0 Total Recov, Value 0.00

Nawme (Last, First Middle Suffix} Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
MARTI, TEAGAN N WHITE F 09/404/1997 12 Y
Reporting Officer 16 POSEWITZ, SHAWN Approving Officer (1) 5 KLIPP, JANET
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Lake Delton Police Department

P.O. Box 510, Lake Delton, WI 53940

Offense / Incident Report

Report Date Type of Incident ‘ Complaint No. Case Status
07/30/2010 1153 RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFETY 2010-4188 CBA-§
. Medical Care Sought Treatment Location Treatment Disposition - Relation to § t
Injured © % oug HOESIII:FIII‘ A[(,) ‘;EIR HII?‘,LD 1500 [ ]willing to Prosccute NONlEn 0 Suspec
Other Injury

FRACTURE
Kﬁﬂ_l{éés_es- SR
Type Street Address City State  Zip Code Country

7001 VENTURA COURT PARKLAND FL 33067 USA

Type " Phone Ext/PIN ' TyiSé o Email Address
CELLI (954) 732-1651
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
WILDS, ARON P WHITE M 02/05/1976¢ 34 N

Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
401 NEMAHA STREET ’ FIRTH NE 68358 USA

;l;yp-!e: :I"hone Ext/PIN ' Email Address

CELL (402) 791-2093
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement;

Interviewed by Detective Vodak

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
WILDS, BRENDAN D WHITE M H/10/1980 29 N

" Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
11014 LAUREL CIRCLE OMAHA NE 68164 UsA

Type Phone Ext/PIN Email Address
CELL (402) 250-2741
Reporting Officer 6 POSEWITZ, SHAWN Approving Officer (T) 5 KLIPP, JANET
( Cover Pages Only )
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Lake Delton Police Department

P.0. Box 510, Lake Delton, WI 53940

Offense / Incident Report

Report Date Type of Incident Complaint No, Case Status
07/30/2010 1153 RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFETY © 2010-4188 CBA -8
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status  Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
Interviewed by Detective Vodak

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile 88N Moniker
WILDS, TERRY D WHITE M 02722/1951 59 N

Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
15206 DEWEY AVENUE OMAHA NE 68154 USA

Type ) Phone Ext/PIN ) Typ Email Address
CELL {402) 333-6146
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
Interviewed by Detective Vodak

Name {Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
PECHAR, MIKE R WHITE M 01/31/1968 42 N

Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
15214 CASTELAR CIRCLE OMAHA NE 68144 USA
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address
CELL (402) 614-7208
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status  Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
Interviewed by Detective Vodak

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
HOMAN, SCOTT M WHITE M 04/08/197% 31 N
ijpe Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
12437 SOUTH MAPLE AVENUE BLUE ISLAND iL 60406 USA
Reporting Officer 16 POSEWITZ, SHAWN Approving Officer (1) 5 KLIPP, JANET
( Cover Pages Only )
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Lake Delton Police Department

P.0. Box 510, Lake Deftor, W1 53940

Offense / Incident Report

Report Date Type of Incident Complaint No, Case Status
07/30/2010 1153 RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFETY 2010-4188 CBA-§

orig Numbers Einihi
Type ~ Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address
CELL (708) 268-7940
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Name {Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker

4
CRANSIE-HOMAN, ERICA A WHITE F 06/10/1983 27 N
Type Street Address City State  Zip Code Country

12437 MAPLE AVENUE BLUE ISLAND IT, 60406 USA

Phone Ext/PIN . Type Email Address

Typc M
CELL (708) 268-7930
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile S8N Moniker
WILDS, JOANNE M WHITE F 04/03/1951 39 N

Type o Street Address City State  Zip Code Couatry
15206 DEWEY AVENUE OMAHA NE 68154 USA

Phone Ext/PIN Ty

mail Address

(402) 3336146
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:

Interviewed by Detective Vodak

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile 88N Moniker

&
PECHAR, SHANNON M WHITE F 11/16/1970 39 N
: SUeet Address City State  Zip Code Country

15214 CASTELAR OMAHA NE 68144 USA

" Phone Ext/PIN ’ Type' " Fmail Address
(#02)614-7208

Reporting Officer 16  POSEWITZ, SHAWN Approving Officer (1) 5 KLIPP, JANET
( Cover Pages Only )
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Lake Delton Police Department

P.O. Box 510, Lake Dejton, WI 53940

Offense / Incident Report

Report Date Type of Incident Complaint No. Case Status
07/30/2010 1153 RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFETY 2019-4188 CBA-S
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status  Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
Interviewed by Detective Vodak

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
MARTI, JULIE L WHITE F 08/24/1960 49 N
‘Street Address City State  Zip Code Country

7001 VENTURA COURT PARKLAND FL 33067 UsA

s

H i .
- Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address
CELL (954) 732-1651
HOME (954) 345-7712
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status  Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
See attached withess statement. Mother of the victim.

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker

MARTI, ALEX J WHITE M 09/11/1954 55 N
Addresses T
Type Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
7001 VENTURA COURT PARKILAND FL 33067 USA

Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address

HOME (954) 345-7712 '
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status  Resident Status Ethnicity Language

RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
See attached witness statement. Father of the victim.

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Ape Juvenile S8N Moniker

ANDERSON, CAROL G WHITE F 06/29/1934 76 N
Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
2047 JEFFREY COURT ELGIN IL 60123 USA
Reporting Officer 16 POSEWITZ, SHAWN Approving Officer (1) 5 KLIPP, JANET
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Lake Delton Police Department

P.C. Box 510, Lake Delton, WI 53940

Offense / Incident Report

Report Date Type of Incident Complaint No, Case Status
07/30/2010 1153 RECKLESSLY ENDANGERING SAFLETY 2010-4188 CBA-S

Phone Numbers .

Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address
CELL (847) 217-2007
HOME (847) 742-5729
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language
RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement;:
See attached witness statement. Grandmother to the victim.

B

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker

ABBOTT, JEFFREY D WHITE M  05/08/1958 52 N
Addresses. 0
Type Street Address City State  Zip Code Couniry
181 MAUREEN DRIVE ELGIN iL 60123 USA

Phone Numibers . dre; ;

Type ' Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address

CELL (847) 609-8227

HOME (847) 888-3726
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status  Resident Status Ethnicity Language

RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:

See attached witness statement. Uncle of the victim.

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
ABBOTT, JACYN L WHITE F 07/14/1959 51 N

Adiresse ,
ijé  Street Address City State  Zip Code Country
181 MAUREEN DRIVE ELGIN IL 60123 USA

Phone Nunibers -~

‘Type- ' B ‘Phone Ext/PIN : Type Email Address

CELL {847) 287-9009

HOME (847) 888-3726
Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status ~ Resident Status Ethnicity Language

RESIDENT NON
HISPANIC

Witness Statement:
See attached witness statement. Aunt of the victim.

Yrines. Al R SR
Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker
ABBOTT, NICHOLAS B WHITE M 03/05/1993 17 Y
Reporting Officer 16 POSEWITZ, SHAWN Approving Officer (1} 5 KLIPP, JANET
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